Spring 2015 Newsletter

What’s New in the Garden?
Garden Director Dan Hinkley
Shares News on Exciting Times at Heronswood®
Though we are still several seasons away from saying 'We're Back', there is once again a
palpable sheen returning to Heronswood®. Though we were blessed with a mild winter
that allowed for uninterrupted work outside, much of the leap forward is due to the return
of Duane West to our staff. Duane was the long-term nursery manager at Heronswood
Nursery, and thusly was up to speed on Day 1 in understanding the tasks that lie ahead.
His infectious enthusiasm and Just Do It approach has catapulted the garden forward in
leaps and bounds. Duane has taken on his former role of 'head chef' of our Potager; if
you remember Heronswood from its former glory days, you will certainly recognize
Duane's flair for audacious combinations of flower and foliage! Hold onto your hats and
bring your sunglasses!
On many fronts, life has returned to Heronswood. For the first time in a decade, someone is
living in the original residence. The occupant is our 2015 intern, Ms. Clare Riley.
(Editor's Note: Meet Clare later on in this newsletter.) She comes to us with high marks from
former supervisors and co-workers in other public gardens, including Wave Hill in The Bronx.
Along with a full line of other duties in the garden, Clare has taken on a redesign of the Perennial
Borders to the east of the property. Long overdue for a fresh start, we are looking forward to
watching her vision unfold. She will be with us until October, so make sure you find her in the
garden and welcome her to the PNW!
After spending two full years removing, cleaning and potting plants for future use, as we
renovated weed-choked beds, replanting of the garden has commenced in earnest. Not only will
many, if not all, of the transplants be reinstalled, countless new and exciting trees, shrubs, vines
and perennials - many with known provenance- are finding a home in the garden. Look for the

extremely rare Xanthocyparis vietnamensis in the front border. Collected from northern Vietnam
in 2006, this is the most recently discovered conifer in the world.

Duane West has taken over work in the Potager,
which was redesigned in 2014 with inspiration from a wildflower meadow.

The Weed, Walk, & Talk events at Heronswood continue on the second Wednesday and last
Saturday of each month, from 9-3. Our small army of dedicated volunteers have helped us
beyond measure in moving the garden forward as well as moving some impressively-sized
trees. We recently transplanted by hand a 30' Hornbeam Maple, Acer carpinifoium, that I had
grown from seed collected in the mountains of Japan in 1997! Its new position behind the arbor,
in much brighter conditions, will be to its liking. Thank you volunteers!
Co-founder of Heronswood, Robert Jones, is in the initial phases of redesigning the vine trellis
on the north side of the house as well as the vine arbors encircling the south garden. After 25
years, its life span has come to its natural end.
All in all, these are heady times at Heronswood. The newly installed Welcome Pole at the
entrance to the garden says it all; the gardens are getting better every day, all while nurturing a
welcoming environment of learning and celebration of the natural world.

Heronswood’s new totem pole, which features a traditional
Salish house post image facing the garden and a heron and
frog greeting those arriving from the main entrance.

Heronswood Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open:
Join in the Fun on May 16 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Heronswood is gearing up for its Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open on Saturday, May 16 from 10
am to 4 pm. This event, which is typically the most popular of all of Heronswood's annual
Opens, comes on the heels of their successful Early Spring Plant Sale, which drew hundreds of
people from all over the region.

Spring is when a garden comes alive and Heronswood is no exception. At the Spring event, take
a self-guided tour of the garden to experience it as it begins to wake from its long winter's nap.
If you're looking for plants to round out your own garden, we've, once again, partnered with
some of best nurseries from around the Pacific Northwest: Celestial Dream, Chimacum Woods,
Cistus Nursery, Dancing Oaks, Desert Northwest, Dragonfly Farms Nursery, Fancy Fronds, Far
Reaches Farm, Foxglove, Friendly Natives, Keeping It Green, Longbranch Nursery, Naylor
Creek, Phocus Farms, Sundquist, and Windcliff, the private garden of Dan Hinkley and Robert
Jones, Heronswood's co-founders.
One of the most popular draws of every Plant Sale are the free lectures, which often fill up just
minutes after seats become available 30 minutes before the start time.

Lecture Schedule for the Early Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open
Tickets Available/
Doors Open

Lecture Start
Time

Presenter

Topic

10 am/
10:15 am

10:30 am

Dan Hinkley,
Co-founder Windcliff
and Heronswood;
Garden Director for
Heronswood

Best Vining Plants for the
Pacific Northwest Garden

11:30 am/
11:45 am

Noon

Lucy Hardiman,
Garden Designer,
Consultant, Writer,
Speaker, Owner of
Perennial Partners

The Color Full Garden:
Personalizing Your Garden with
a Spectrum of Plants, Art, and
Furnishings

1 pm/
1:15 pm

1:30 pm

Dan Hinkley,
Co-founder Windcliff
and Heronswood;
Garden Director for
Heronswood

Favorite Trees for the Smaller
Garden

Admission to the Plant Sale and all lectures is free of charge. Entrance to the garden for a selfguided tour is $10.
If you aren't yet a Heronswood member, you can find out more information or sign up at the
Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open. There are membership levels ranging from Senior or Student
($30) and Individual ($50) to Enthusiast ($250) and Patron ($1000). All levels of membership
receive free admission to tour the garden during Garden Opens & Plant Sales.
Additional Plant Sale & Garden Opens in 2015 include Summer (July 25) and Fall (September
19).
All proceeds go towards the restoration and maintenance of the garden.
For a complete schedule of Plant Sale & Garden Open events for 2015, please visit
heronswoodgarden.org/events.

Meet Heronswood’s Summer Intern
Clare Riley is Heronswood’s new intern!
Clare, a California native, comes to us after living in
New York City and working at Central Park and Wave
Hill, the Bronx’s popular 28-acre public garden.
During her work at Heronswood, Clare will put her
studies in ecology and sculpture to use in designing
and maintaining the Perennial Bordners. She is excited
about gardening in the unique climate of the Pacific
Northwest, but admits that she’s a new fan of
Heronswood.
“I hadn’t heard of Heronswood before I applied for this
internship, but when I started asking friends in New
York about the garden, I’d get these really strong
emotional responses. I thought this would be an
opportunity I couldn’t afford to pass up,” said Clare.

During her internship, Clare is living in the Garden House, which was once the home of
Heronswood co-founders, Dan Hinkley and Robert Jones. This is the first time in more than a
decade—and since undergoing repairs and renovations—that someone has lived in the house.
She will be in residence at Heronswood until September. If you see her around, be sure to stop
and say hi!

Schedule a Tour at Heronswood!
If you’re not able to make it to Heronswood’s Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open, you haven’t
missed your chance to visit the garden!
Private tours can be scheduled for $10 per person or a flat rate of $100 for parties of less than 10.
These tours are guided by Heronswood staff and box lunches can be arranged (for an additional
fee) to be enjoyed in the garden.
You can schedule a tour online or by calling 360-297-9620.

Lots of Opportunities to Weed, Walk, & Talk in 2015!
By popular demand, we're continuing our Weed, Walk, & Talk series in 2015 with volunteer
events on the second Wednesday and fourth Saturday.
Upcoming 2015 Weed, Walk, & Talk dates, include:
• Wednesday, May 13
• Saturday, May 23
• Wednesday, June 10
• Saturday, June 27
Each event runs from 9 am to 3 pm. Please arrive as close to 9 am as is convenient for you.
Groups are always welcome! If your group would like to volunteer, please contact Steve
Knowlton at 360-297-9620. More information about volunteer events can be found at
heronswoodgarden.org/Volunteer.

We look forward to seeing you in the Garden!
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