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WINTER 2015

Greetings!
As we come to the end of what has been a great year at Heronswood® Garden, please
consider making a special holiday gift to help us to continue to enrich your world and our
community.
Your yearend donation is taxdeductible and helps to support plant collection and recovery,
restoration of beds, garden supplies, and many other critical garden needs.
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…
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Donate
Thank you and a happy holiday season!
~Your Friends at Heronswood

Heronswood staff at the 2015 winter volunteer appreciation event

What's Happening in the Garden:
Our Autumn & Winter Plants and Projects
By Dan Hinkley

The mild temperatures during late autumn and early winter of this year have allowed the garden to
slip into dormancy in an orderly and civilized fashion. Unlike the past three years with early, sharp
frosts that frozedried the foliage of deciduous shrubs and trees to the branches for the remainder of
the winter (or until we physically removed them by hand!), virtually all of our deciduous garden
stalwarts have neatly and immodestly shed their outerwear. We are now prepared for any and all
arctic outbreaks should they be so bold to do battle with the strong El Niño we are experiencing.
This is not to say we did not suffer damage from the
meteorological river that brought supersaturated soils and high
winds in early December. Three very large trees in the woodland
came down, with a tremendous Douglas Fir barely missing the folly
while only taking a few fronds from one of the trio of tree ferns,
Dicksonia antarctica, that thrive there.
The tree losses, especially given where they occurred, have given
us reason to begin removing additional alders and big leafmaples
from the undeveloped western woodland; these will be bucked and
provided to tribal elders for firewood. After having considered it on
and off for nearly 30 years, it is both gratifying and exciting to at
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…
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last tackle this part of the garden and expand our woodland
plantings.
Sadly, we made the decision to remove our only specimen of the
evergreen Antarctic Beech, Nothofagus dombeyi. A handsome
and massive forest tree of southern Chile and Argentina, our
specimen was first planted at Heronswood in the perennial borders
in 199091. It proved itself too tender in that position so was
transplanted to the woodland in the mid 90's, where it thrived and
grew to nearly 45' in height. A falling tree several years ago, in
addition to redbellied sapsucker damage, compromised its long
term prospects.
With a predicted mild winter ahead, we have been using our
sensational army of volunteers during Walk, Talk and Weed days
to remove foliage from both Hellebores as well as Epimediums.
We have learned the hard way to not procrastinate when it comes
The 'Ruin' was spared further ruin by a
near miss of a very large Douglas Fir to this chore as it becomes a slow and painstaking process once
their flowers begin to emerge in early January.

Removal of Hellebore foliage at this time of year helps prevent disease while allowing for a greater
enjoyment of their winter flowers.

Another long neglected bed in our woodland has recently undergone renovation. Known amongst
our ancient staff as the Robinia bed, it will be known to our heirs as 40 FSM(there hasn't been a
Robinia in this neighborhood for over 20 years). The ambient light conditions here are particularly
good and I wish to reestablish here our once impressive collection of the genus Roscoea.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…
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Epimedium colchicum Black Seas, ready to shear

In the Ginger Family or Zingiberidaceae, Roscoea are excellent yet vastly under known and grown
perennials for the Pacific Northwest. The pre2006 Heronswood garden inventory once boasted
over 50 entries of different species and cultivars, many of which I had collected at high elevations in
Nepal, Sikkim and western China; only two of these remained when renovation began in 2012.
Fortunately, my own interest in this genus that possesses a long and beguiling blossoming season of
orchidlike flowers led me to acquire, collect, and propagate a wide range of species and selections
in my Indianola garden, Windcliff. With a bit of assistance, these will begin the 11 mile trek to
Heronswood as soon as the 'Robinia' bed, I mean, err, 40 FSM, is ready to receive them.

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…
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Roscoea purpurea 'Red Ghurka'

For a winter season garden, and despite an unusual amount of wind damage, Heronswood is
looking very dapper and well loved. We hope you will visit us during this underappreciated time of
the year during our expanded visiting hours beginning January 8th. Until then, we are wishing you
and yours a splendid holiday season and all best wishes for 2016.

Mark Your Calendars:
2016 Plant Sale & Garden Open Dates!
Plan ahead for 2016!
Be sure to mark your calendars: the
dates for the Heronswood's 2016
Plant Sale & Garden Opens have
been set!
The 2016 season will begin with an
Early Spring sale. This event was
introduced last year to great
enthusiasm from visitors eager to
shake off the winter doldrums and get
back into the garden.
In addition to the opportunity to
http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…
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explore Heronswood, each Plant Sale
& Garden Open throughout 2016 will
feature a host of plant and nursery
vendors from around the Pacific
Northwest.
Also featured will be our always
popular free lectures, a food court,
and more!
We'll announce more information for
each sale, as we have it, on our
Events Page and on Facebook.
We hope to see you there!

Heronswood to Open to Public Every Friday in 2016!
Garden to be open to the public for selfguided tours starting January 8, 2016

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…

6/9

12/23/2015

View as a webpage

For the first time in over a decade, Heronswood will offer regular open hours for the public!
Starting January 8, 2016, the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe and the staff at Heronswood would
like to invite the public to visit each Friday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a selfguided tour of the
garden. (Last garden entry at 2:30 p.m.)
The cost of garden entry for selfguided tours is $10 per person, which includes a map of the
Garden. The Garden is disabled accessible.
Guided tours with a member of Garden staff are available for $20/person with a minimum of 10
people to the group, or a $200 flat fee. Guided tours must be prescheduled.
For any questions or to schedule a guided tour for your group, please contact Steve at 360
2979620.

Weed, Walk, & Talk in 2016!
Popular volunteer events to continue in the New Year!
In 2016, our popular Weed, Walk, & Talk events will continue with regular dates each month on
the second Wednesday and fourth Saturday, including:
Wednesday, January 13
Saturday, January 30
Wednesday, February 10
Saturday, February 27

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…
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Each Weed, Walk, & Talk runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and begins with work in the garden under
the direction of cofounder Dan Hinkley or another member of the Heronswood staff. There is
no charge, but volunteers are asked to bring their own gloves, a preferred hand tool, and a
bagged lunch.
New volunteers will be asked to sign a liability waiver and to provide an emergency contact
before working in the Garden. The work we are doing requires the ability to kneel, bend, reach,
and have good balance. We request that volunteers are in good physical condition. At this time,
we do not have any standing activities for volunteers.
If you or your group is interested in volunteering at Heronswood or you would like more
information about any of our volunteer opportunities, please contact Shonna Sinclair via email
(shonnas@pgst.nsn.us) or at 3602979624.
For the latest Weed, Walk, & Talk dates, please visit our Volunteer page.
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Follow us on Facebook!

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e319c54c-a9c5-4811-b54f-8d666344cc15&c=9f2a0570-5158-11e3-a302-d4ae527536ce&ch=9f34b3d0-5158-11e…

9/9

