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HAPPENINGS AT HERONSWOOD

I left for SeaTac on
September 6th with plenty of
uncertainties on my mind. One of
my traveling mates for this trip to a remote
region in extreme NE India had canceled at
the 12th hour; as he had done a spring
recce to the area a year prior and was
entirely responsible for orchestrating our
itinerary, there existed a surfeit of
unknowns.

3. Our new plant labeling system is
employed using what we have found to
be a very acceptable system of clear
plexiglass and black lettering. The
diaphanous nature of the system makes
for a subtle way of interpreting the garden
to visitors without the visual assault of too
many plant labels.

The other soul of our triad, former
Heronswood Intern Dave Demers, was
already mid-flight between Vancouver and
Delhi and was unaware of the late
development. I had little choice but to climb
on a plane to reconnoiter as planned.
Thus began my month away from
Heronswood to botanize in the Arunachal
Pradesh, a vastly under explored area
bordering Bhutan to the west, China to the
north and Myanmar to the east. Both
culturally and horticulturally, the excursion
proved to be exceptional. After inspection
at the USDA, over 200 collections of seed
have been sown, including beguiling
species of Begonia, Arisaema and
Rhododendron to name just a few. These
will be, soon enough, taking up residency in
our woodland garden.

Though I was away for our last Garden
Open of the year, I did arrive home in time
to welcome visitors to the garden for our
remaining regularly scheduled Open
Fridays. It has been a slow and glorious
slip into winter with one of the best
showings of autumn color in the PNW that I
can recall. Even now as I write this, on
December 2nd, there remain many
moments to savor throughout the property.

4. In May we were proud to host Dr. Peter
Raven when he shared his powerful
lecture "Saving Plants, Saving
Ourselves," to members and guests. And
in July, we were grateful and proud to
have Great Dixter's Fergus Garrett give a
full day design workshop to a youthful
crowd of PNW gardening enthusiasts. We
took advantage of this rare opportunity to
redesign the double borders near the
entrance to the property, from hereon
known as the Fergus Garrett Borders.

5. Our volunteer core continues to
expand, with our twice monthly Weed,
Walk and Talks bringing together a broad
and highly talented force of keen

horticulturists from across the region. We
are so grateful for their commitment to the
restoration of Heronswood and moving it
forward into the future.

We have aggressively cleaned the
garden this autumn while making edits to
the beds while troublesome spots
remained fresh in our minds. Gratifyingly,
we have completed much of our annual
mulching before the winter weeds have
made themselves known. We are all
feeling very smart and smug when looking
at the state of things before heading into
the holidays (and cold temperatures...).

5. Our first annual Pumpkin Patch Project
for the Tribe's Early Childhood Program
was a smash hit. The tykes visited in the
spring to sow pumpkin seeds and
returned to their plants this October in
time to pick their very own jack-o-lantern.
It was a thoroughly delightful learning
exercise for both the kids as well as the
entire Heronswood staff!

With the shortening days and falling
mercury, and the chance to at last catch
up on long overdue office work, it has been
rewarding to look back at how much
progress we have made during the past 12
months. Here are just a few of the
highlights.
1. All of the beds in the garden now have
numbers. For too many years, we
referenced areas in the garden that
corresponded to a significant plant that, at
one time, grew in each. Though this
system was viable for our current staff, it
would have been a nightmare for the future
of Heronswood. Even the 'seniors' of our
staff are learning the bed numbers,
disproving the notion that old dogs can't

6. In concert with two other properties
owned by the Port Gamble S'Klallam
Tribe, Heronswood is beginning its first
Master Plan, allowing us to begin
development and expansion of the
garden with a viable blueprint for the
years ahead. From five exciting finalists,
the Seattle firm of AHBL has been

learn new tricks. Below, a staff favorite,
#3!!!!!

awarded the contract.
As 2016 comes to a close, I will take the
opportunity to reflect on how meaningful it
is to me personally to be back at the
helm of Heronswood while working alongside-of an outstanding staff of dedicated
and hard working individuals committed
to the long term success of this garden,
and under the great leadership of the
Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. We look
forward to welcoming you here in the
months and years ahead.

2. We continue to find a treasure trove of
plants that had been 'lost'. Piecing together
forensic evidence from ancient records,
faded labels, unreadable numbers and
even past Heronswood catalogues, we
have been able to properly identify the
plants.
Until then, we are wishing you a splendid
holiday season!
Dan Hinkley, Director

Please Consider a Year-End Gift to Keep Heronswood Growing
As the year winds down, please consider making a charitable contribution in
support of Heronswood Garden. Your tax-deductible gift helps to support plant
collection and recovery, restoration of beds, and many other critical garden
needs.
- Thank You!
_____________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Garden volunteer Mary Palmer
The Volunteer Park Conservatory in Seattle was my first
memorable exposure to the intoxicating world of plants,
specifically orchids and exotic bold foliage. After many visits
I knew I must possess my own. Searching the phone book
(you remember those) I came across a listing for Hoyt
Orchids just off Aurora Avenue North not far from our home.
As a young teenager, I had no money but my mother
graciously indulged my fancy with an early birthday gift of
cash. This facilitated the first purchase of plants I was to
torture and kill; effectively ending my first horticultural
experience. I literally loved them to death. I was a failure.
Thirty years later while shopping for information on
trekking in Nepal I came upon a book oddly out of place in
the travel section. It was "The Exotic Garden" by Myles
Challis and the enchantment started anew but I was unable to locate most of the plants in
the book. The source list nurseries were all from the UK.
A few years later a friend in the Rock Garden Society told me about a place in Kingston
called Heronswood and they had rare plants! When finally able to visit I had no idea how to

find anything but soon became part of a frantic energy I'd never experienced before.
It didn't take long to fill my box with 'priceless' little plants. I mean how expensive could
they be, they were small. Upon reaching the cashier, a politely serious man mentioned that
the three priceless Arisaema taiwanensis in my box were kind of spendy, $35 each to be
exact and did I still want them all? Swallowing hard I replied, "I'll take two."
I walked back to my car dazed in an excitement I was to experience many times over
the next eleven years. Some of my favorite visits were in the dead of winter. I could quietly
explore the garden alone, discovering treasures most would never see. During those eleven
years I was fortunate or crazy enough to subject myself to several high altitude treks in the
Himalayas. I quickly came to appreciate why the plants for sale at Heronswood and planted
in the garden were so dear. I never questioned their cost again.
Sadly my last visit was the day before Burpee locked the gates. Years later, after the
Port Gamble S'Klallams purchased the property, there was a call for volunteers asking to
help with the reopening of the garden on May 18, 2013. Rallying to the call, that day I sat at
the entrance to the garden selling tickets astonished by the number of new and returning
visitors to Heronswood.
It has meant the world to me to be a small part of renewing Heronswood to a place that
will hopefully foster interest for those who don't yet know the love and appreciation of plants
and gardening. On a personal note, each Weed, Walk & Talk volunteer experience has
allowed me that place to come home to, to continue to learn and grow as a gardener. It's
not work, it's gardening. It's what I love and those first Arisaemas still thrive in my garden
today.

Learn more about becoming a Heronswood Volunteer

_____________________________________________________________

IN MEMORIAM
It is with profound sadness that we note the untimely passing of
Dr. Sarah Reichard, Director of the University of Washington
Botanic Gardens. Sarah served diligently on the Heronswood
Steering Committee and was a friend to our garden over many
years through thick and thin. Words cannot adequately express
our sorrow in losing such an esteemed friend and colleague.
_____________________________________________________________

FEATURED EVENTS

HELLEBORE PLANT SALE

Heronswood has had a long history with the genus Helleborus. At the heyday of enthusiasm
for these superb winter-flowering plants, the breeding program of Heronswood Nursery was
instrumental in getting higher quality and unique forms to gardeners across North America;
many of our better offspring are still found throughout the garden. Time has come to reexamine what is now available in the marketplace all while rediscovering their charms. Join
us for our first annual return to celebrating Hellebores and their ideal companion plants.
WHEN: Saturday, February 11 from 11:00pm - 3:00pm
WHERE: Heronswood Garden - 7530 288th Street NE, Kingston
FREE entrance to Sale
_____________________________________________________________

"SWEETHEARTS & ROSES"
Bring your Valentine to meet the popular speaker and author
Nita-Jo Rountree as she launches her wonderful new book,
Growing Roses in the Pacific Northwest: 90 Best Varieties for
Successful Rose Gardening.
WHEN: Saturday, February 11th ~ 1pm-3pm
WHERE: Heronswood Garden House
For details visit www.heronswoodgarden.org/events/
You and your sweetheart can stroll Heronswood Garden before
the event and take in the Hellebore Plant Sale.
Tickets are limited. Available through Brown Paper Tickets.

_____________________________________________________________

The Heronista's Pick
"One of the trees I have fallen in love with at Heronswood is the
Katsura, Cercidiphyllum japonicum. There is a graceful specimen
of the weeping form of this species growing in the arbor beds south
of the Garden House. During a warm autumn's day, this entire part
of the garden is filled with the beguiling fragrance of its colorful
falling leaves - a scent described as somewhere between vanilla,
cinnamon and crème brûlée. Mmmm, so deliciously wonderful!"
- Joan Garrow, Executive Director
Port Gamble S'Klallam Foundation
_____________________________________________________________

CALENDER
Heronswood Events You Won't Want to Miss!
Weed, Walk & Talk volunteer days are every second Wednesday and fourth Friday
of the month from 9am-3pm.
Saturday, February 11: Heronswood Hellebore Plant Sale 11am-3pm.
Saturday, February 11: "Sweethearts & Roses" - Lecture and book signing by
rose expert Nita-Jo Rountree 1pm-3pm. Tickets through Brown Paper Tickets.
Friday, March 3: Friday Garden Opens begin again! (March - October) 10am-3pm.
Saturday, March 25: 4th Saturday's Garden Opens begin today! In 2017,
Heronswood will be open every 4th Saturday of the month in addition to the being
open every Friday (March - October) 10am-3pm.
Saturday, April 1: Early Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open 10am-3pm.
Saturday - Sunday, May 13 & 14: Spring Plant Sale & Garden Open 10am-3pm.
Sunday, May 14: Mother's Day Tea in the Garden House Noon-2pm.

Saturday, July 22: Summer Plant Sale & Garden Open 10am-3pm.
Saturday, September 16: Fall Plant Sale & Garden Open 10am-3pm.

For more event information visit www.heronswoodgarden.org/events

MEET THE STAFF
Alan Hanson has been a valued and trusted employee at
Heronswood for over 25 years, in fact has worked continually in the
garden longer than anyone. He was Maintenance Supervisor for the
original edition of Heronswood Nursery and now works in a similar
capacity for the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. Talented with the
hedge trimmers, handy with tools, confident in our water and
electrical systems, and brilliant at directing parking during our
events, he is best known for his ready smile and genuine
friendliness with everyone he meets and greets. It has been a
complete pleasure working along side Al during these many years;
he has made Heronswood a better place.
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